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Civility to infidel writers.
[A.D. 1?7(
is concerning the truth of religion, it is of such vast impoi tance to him who maintains it, to obtain the victory, tha the person of an opponent ought not to be spared. I a man firmly believes that religion is an invaluable trea< ure', he will consider a writer who endeavours to depriv mankind of it as a robber; he will look upon him as odious though the infidel might think himself in the right. A rot ber who reasons as the gang do in The Beggar s Opera, wh call themselves practical philosophers2, and may have a much sincerity as pernicious speculative philosophers, is no the less an object of just indignation. An abandoned pro: ligate may think that it is not wrong to debauch my wife but shall I, therefore, not detest him ? And if I catch hir in making an attempt, shall I treat him with politeness No, I. will kick him down stairs, or run him through th body; that is, if I really love my wife, or have a true n tional notion of honour. An infidel then shall not b treated handsomely by a Christian, merely because he er deavours t'o rob with ingenuity. I do declare, howevei that I am exceedingly unwilling to be provoked to angei and could I be persuaded that truth would not suffer fror a cool moderation in its defenders, I should wish to pn serve good humour, at least, in every controversy; nor, ir deed, do I see why a man should lose his temper whil he does all he can to refute an opponent. I think ridicul may be fairly used against an infidel; for instance, if he b
1 Boswell, in his Corsica, ed. 1879, p. 204, uses a strange argumer against infidelity. ' Belief is favourable to the human mind were for nothing else but to furnish it entertainment. An infidel, I shoul think, must frequently suffer from ennui.' In his Hebrides, Aug. i note, he attacks Adam Smith for being ' so forgetful of human cov fort as to give any countenance to that dreary infidelity which woul "make us poor indeed." '
a ' JEMMY TWITCHER. Are we more dishonest than the rest of mat kind ? What we win, gentlemen, is our own, by the law of arms an the right of conquest.
' CROOK-FINGER'D JACK. Where shall we find such another set < practical philosophers, who to a man are above the fear of death The Beggar's Ofiera, act ii. sc. i.
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